Hints for Getting Tech Trek Publicity

Working with the Media
Do include WHO. WHAT. WHEN. WHERE. WHY. HOW, AND HOW MUCH. Omit at your peril.
1.
Send newspapers a press release anytime after your students are named. (Be aware that many newspapers now require copy be delivered only by email or fax.) If possible, learn which staff member might write the story and call that person (or write your own story). Even a short message on an answering machine may develop interest in the subject, and a personal conversation is even better. Either will draw attention to the press release.

2.
Working with your camp director, invite local newspapers or television stations to visit your girls’ Tech Trek camp(s). Students engaged in their activities make the best photo opportunity and the enthusiasm of the girls interviewed makes a good story. Arranging a time that is best suited to the camp schedule is important and should be done directly with the director. Begin this process at least 6 weeks before camp opens.

3.
Arrange a media party when the students return from camp. Interviews with them are much better then because they can report on what they experienced, and they have items to be photographed with. Do spend some time with the students before reporters arrive, preparing them for the questioning, perhaps deciding on which areas of Tech Trek (core classes, field trips, dorm life, labs, etc.) each will discuss, and emphasizing to them certain things to mention (AAUW, opportunity for girls, etc.)

4.
When you invite the Tech Trek students to a branch meeting to talk about camp, invite the media, too. Again, have the girls bring items with which they can be photographed. 

5. You can invite local media to visit the girls at camp – with the camp director’s permission. Be sure the parents are aware that their daughter may appear in the paper or on TV.

More Ways to Achieve Success

Remember that a newspaper with large circulation is not the only place to get publicity for your work with Tech Trek. Consider these options.

1.
Ask middle school administrators if AAUW may be part of their annual Awards Ceremony to present certificates to students. Take a Tech Trek brochure and AAUW membership information with you!

2.
Put a short article in the school newspaper that is mailed to families. Name the girls from the school and it will almost always be published. If a Tech Trek teacher or staff member, including junior/senior counselors, come from your school, also highlight that.

3.
If your school board or city council has an open forum for public comments, "Present" your Tech Trek attendees. Most of these board meetings have television coverage so the audience is quite large. Ask the girls to wear their camp T-shirts or to bring anything from camp that cameras can use for close-ups. That could be something they made, such as a rocket or model, or sharp photographs. Mention the need for funding for the next year’s camperships.

4.
With your thank-you letters to anyone who assisted in funding students, include a copy of any newspaper articles, the Tech Trek report in the AAUW CA Perspective, or a photograph from camp, secured from students or camp directors. Foundations often have web sites and photographs of girls they supported to attend Tech Trek may become part of that site.  Be careful about naming girls with pictures on websites; we promise parents not to match names and pictures.

If you have other suggestions, please let the state coordinators know; we like to share.
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