Mentoring your Tech Trekkers – Some ideas

Torrance Branch mentors their former Trekkers through the Tech Trek Alumni Group.  Contact Pam Kenoyer, torrance_trek@sbcglobal.net for complete information.  Tech Trek Alumni Group membership consists of past and current Tech Trekkers. The program was started in Fall of 2014 and provides mentoring, STEM experiences, and field trip opportunities.  Check out their website at https://techtrekalumnigirls.shutterfly.com.
Santa Barbara-Goleta Valley Branch mentors their former Trekkers through the Tech Trek Alumni Group which they just started this past Fall.  Contact Jill Klingdon, jill@dowitcherdesigns.com for complete information.  Tech Trek Alumni Group membership consists of past and current Tech Trekkers. 
Santa Clarita Valley Branch mentors with a program called STEM Stars.  Contact MJ West, mjwest258@ca.rr.com, for complete information.  STEM Stars membership consists of past and current Tech Trekkers and their friends, grades 8 through 12, that have joined them for field trips and have asked to become members. The program was started in September 2010 and provides field trip opportunities after school and on Saturdays to meet women in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) careers, learn about their careers – what made them interested in the field, educational requirements, what is an ‘average’ day like, etc. Field trips have included a local veterinary clinic, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Qiagen (Forensic Science), two bio-medical firms and twice to our local college, College of the Canyons. Attendance at these events averages around 8 -10. The year is capped off with an end-of-year party where the girls swim and visit with each other and their parents come to meet the AAUW members and provide ideas and feedback. 
La Mesa-El Cajon Branch, contact Sally Kotnik, skotnik@cox.net, is hoping to start a "club" of their branch TT grads, with all invited to their annual "get acquainted with our newly selected campers" and occasional other events focusing on science or women's progress. They include an annual brief questionnaire to follow the girls through high school. Electronic communication is a goal.

Palos Verdes branch; contact Judy Purvis, bjpurvis@cox.net, 310.375.8578 for more information.  They have had a mentoring program in place since 2008. She would like to set up an email group or blog of branch coordinators who are interested in mentoring their campers.

Morgan Hill Branch has a long running science club called GEMS (Girls Engaged in Math and Science).  Contact Susan Oldham-Fritts, sofritts@garlic.com, for complete information.  GEMS membership consists of past and current Tech Trekkers, TT candidates, and their friends that have joined them for activities and have asked to become GEMS. So far, the GEMS who have become the core for current and future activities are past TT'ers in the 8th-9th grades, with a few seniors who attend when they can.  GEMS has monthly activities for the girls that include field trips, career talks, science experiments and Math Mardi Gras They also provide help for the Morgan Hill annual Wildflower Run (the branch’s major fundraiser of the year).  They are currently working with Dr. Medina at Caňada College who has an NSF grant to track the success of girls and minorities in chemistry.  GEMS-Morgan Hill has also joined the National Girls Collaborative Project.

Stockton branch, contact Gladys Finucane, gwfinucane@yahoo.com, has developed a Tech Trek mentoring program. It began in January 2009. Currently, they have 7 girls and 4 mentors. Last spring they held monthly activities including a Delta study tour and treasure hunt, a visit to the Delta College Microscopy Lab, a visit to Dameron Hospital and associated facilities, and a trip to Lawrence Livermore Lab. Additionally, the girls attended a one-day Robotic Camp at the County Office of Education. They had a summer get together and planned the activities for the next few months. They are taking a tour of University of the Pacific, participating in an Expanding Your Horizons Math and Science Conference in October, having a meeting on Financial Aid preparation for college in November, and a holiday party in December.

Rancho Bernardo invites all of its past Trekkers and their mothers to a luncheon. This provides an opportunity for all of the campers to exchange ideas and experiences.

Chico keeps in touch with as many Tech Trek grads as possible. The girls are invited – and come – to help out at the branch Tech Trek fundraiser. They enjoy seeing old friends, meeting girls from other years, comparing notes and, even, talking to the ladies. The girls fill out a “where I am now” form with updated contact information, classes in school, college plans etc.

Paradise branch member Marygrace Colby emphatically follows her girls from year to year. It sometimes takes a great deal of phoning, working with the schools, parents, relatives and friends to track down some girls but she is adamant.

San Francisco invites former campers and their parents to help with fundraising.

What does your branch do for your campers after Tech Trek? Let the State Project Coordinator know.
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