SAMPLE INTERVIEW PROCEDURES AND QUESTIONS

Our branch selection committees do a very good job of selecting girls who will benefit from the Tech Trek experience. Please let us know if you ask other questions that get good results.
Where to Interview: 

During or after school, at the library in the evening or on a Saturday, at a branch member’s house – it is up to you. If interviewing parents you will, of course, need to be flexible with work schedules. If parents are more comfortable in another language, is a branch member who speaks that language willing to translate? One branch provides the essay question in advance but has the girls write their essay at the library on the day of the interview.

Spanish: We do provide brochures and all initial camper forms in English and Spanish; it is important that parents know what they are signing.
Begin with a brief discussion of AAUW and Tech Trek (girls should know who you are and who is providing their scholarships):

“Founded in 1881, the American Association of University Women (AAUW) is a national organization dedicated to improving educational opportunities for women and girls.  Tech Trek Science & Math Camp for Girls, a program of AAUW California, was started in 1998 and aims to encourage girls to attend college and to consider careers in science, math, engineering or technology. AAUW volunteers around the state raise funds to provide scholarships for girls to spend a week on a college campus in California.  Students arrive on campus on Sunday and leave the following Saturday.” 

Remember to coach girls and parents that there are no right or wrong answers to any question. The same questions are being used to help all candidates have equal footing with the interviewers. Be sure the girls know about the Tech Trek website; it has pictures, videos and descriptions of the camp they may attend. http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/stem-education/tech-trek
Suggested Questions for Finalists:  

It is strongly suggested that several of the following questions (not necessarily in this order) be included in the interview.  Additional questions may be added at the discretion of the Branch. Please ask each girl most of the same questions; some unique questions arise from a girl’s application or essay.
• How did you learn about Tech Trek Science Camp?
• Have you visited the Tech Trek website? What did you learn there?
• What subjects do you like in school? What are you learning now in science and math? [Enthusiasm about a science or math class could be a sign of a future camper.] Look for that “spark” when you ask them about something they are doing.
•.Has anyone in your immediate family attended college?  If so who?  Do you think you will attend college?  

•.Tell us what your family does for fun.

•.Tell us your experiences at other camps you may have attended (day or overnight).

•.Will you be attending any other camps this next summer?  Will attending another camp conflict at all with the dates of Tech Trek?

• Have you ever been away from your family for a week or more?  How do you feel 
about spending a week away from home, mostly with strangers?

• You may not be able to use your cell phone during the day while at camp, is this a problem? [Cell phone policies are up to the individual camp directors.]
•.Tell us about your family – Do you have brothers or sisters, where were you born and have lived, etc.

•.Please tell us about other activities you participate in – sports, church or community groups – and any honors or special awards you have received. (from the application)

• Ask about their essay

•.  Some branches end the session with this: “We are interviewing xx girls for x scholarships. Why should we choose you?” A real and thoughtful answer here could be another sign of a future camper.
Do be aware that future scientists are not necessarily the most outgoing, vibrant of personalities. Do consider the quiet ones who have something to say.
Suggested Questions for Parents:

1.
How do you feel about your daughter going away to camp for a week?

2.
If your daughter is selected to attend Tech Trek, are you willing to commit that she will attend camp for the entire week?

3.
Can you furnish transportation to get your daughter to and from camp?
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