New Member Orientation 2016-17
Your AAUW Branch

Welcome to the AAUW Quiz Show, where we all answer the questions together and everyone is a winner!  Whether you are new to AAUW or a long-time member, let’s see how much you know about our organization, and explore the ways each of us can participate and make a difference.  

Questions/Answers:

1.
What is AAUW’s mission statement?

A:  AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

2.
Are my AAUW dues tax deductible?

A:   Of the $xx total we will pay in dues for 2016-17, $46 is tax deductible.  Breakdown and IRS status:


National AAUW – a 501(c)(3) corporation
$49 


AAUW California – a 501(c)(4) corporation
$20


Your Branch
$?

Dues paid to a 501(c)(3) corporation are tax deductible, but since a 501(c)(3) is limited in the type of lobbying it can pursue, AAUW has created a separate AAUW Action Fund to handle its lobbying work, and $3 of your national dues goes there, with the remaining $46 tax deductible.

3.
Who may become a member of AAUW and how does someone join?

Anyone with an associate  degree (or the equivalent) may join AAUW by paying dues.  Students may join at a discounted rate as non-voting “affiliates.”  Although someone may join the national organization (paying only national dues), a person may only join an AAUW branch by joining the national, state, AND branch simultaneously.  New members may join by filling out an application and paying by check.  Membership year is from July 1 to June 30, but new members may join at any time.  

Note:  National AAUW offers a “Shape the Future” recruitment campaign where new members receive a 50% discount of the national dues for anyone who joins on the spot at a branch event (meaning the new member would pay $60.50 instead of $85); and for every two members recruited in this campaign, the branch earns one free national membership (up to a maximum of 5 annually) to use as we wish.

4.
What do the AAUW Funds do?


 Diagram of AAUW Programs and the way AAUW Funds support them.  (Available on the AAUW website:  http://www.aauw.org/resource/how-to-support-programs-aauw-fund-diagram/).  Some of these funds will be familiar to long-time members, who may remember them better under the old name of the Educational Foundation (now the Educational Opportunities funds), the largest source of grants and fellowships in this country to women seeking post-graduate research and degrees ($3.7 million distributed last year!).  But this chart shows how the funds supporting AAUW’s advocacy work has expanded over the years.

5. 
Who may apply for an AAUW grant or fellowship?


An AAUW brochure on types of grants/fellowships, who may apply, and application deadlines is  available on the AAUW website:  http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/


6. 
What is the Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF)?

Refer to the handout from question #5.  When LAF was first established, it supported women in litigation fighting sex discrimination in higher education – typically women faculty who were unfairly denied tenure.  But it now supports litigation in any case that promises to have wide-spread impact on women’s rights in the work place, not just academia.   More details about LAF cases are posted on the AAUW website:  http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/legal-resources/ and you may request to have the LAF Express e-newsletter sent to you to stay updated on LAF activities:  http://www.aauw.org/resource/laf-express/


7.
What are some recent AAUW research report topics?


Barriers and Bias: The Status of Women in Leadership (2016)

Solving the Equation:  The Variables for Women's Success in Engineering and Computing (2015)


The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay Gap (2014)


Women in Community Colleges:  Access to Success (2013)


Graduating to a Pay Gap:  The Earnings of Women and Men One Year After College Graduation (2012)


Crossing the Line:  Sexual Harassment at School (2011)


Why So Few?  Women in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (2010)


Where the Girls Are:  The Facts About Gender Equity in Education (2008)


The full list of research reports can be found at the AAUW website (www.aauw.org/what-we-do/research) where you can download the actual reports.

8.
How does AAUW decide its positions on the issues?


AUW public policy brochure.  (available on the AAUW website:  http://www.aauw.org/resource/public-policy-program-brochure/)  Every other year, AAUW conducts an every-member survey to determine which issues are of primary importance to our members.  The public policy committee compiles the results, writes it up into an updated platform, and the membership votes to approve that platform.  (AAUW California does the same thing, developing a platform that is consistent with national AAUW’s platform, but with a focus on state advocacy issues.)  You can also find position papers on a variety of issues posted on the AAUW website:  http://www.aauw.org/resources/by-type/position-papers/


9.
What is Tech Trek and how can I participate?


Tech Trek is a project of AAUW California in which our branch has participated for more than xx years.  It is a weeklong summer science and math camp for girls who will be entering 8th grade in the fall.    There are 10 camps in 8 locations across the state, and the girls selected from our branch go to the xx camp.   www.aauw-techtrek.org

xx is Tech Trek branch coordinator 
· xx proceeds are used to fund Tech Trek

· Let xx know if you would like to assist with Tech Trek

· Volunteer as a dorm mom or other assistant at the camp
· Visit the camp and see it for yourself!  (Each camp has an assigned visitation day)
10.    What is Speech Trek and how can I participate? 

Annually, AAUW CA sponsors Speech Trek, a speech contest for high school students. The students compete locally for prizes and the opportunity to become one of three finalists to present at the AAUW CA convention for cash awards. Students prepare and present a five-six minute speech to their local branch on a theme. DVD’s of the local branch winner’s speech will be used to select 3 finalists to compete at the AAUW CA state level. Two additional speakers will be named as 4th and 5th place winners. The final competition will be held at a State event for AAUW CA in April.  Expenses are paid for a trip to the meeting for three student finalists and their chaperone.  State level winners will receive: First Prize - $1500; Second Prize - $1000; Third Prize - $500; Fourth Prize - $250; Fifth Prize - $150.  The topic for next year will be announced in April at the State convention
11.       What is C/U and how can I participate?


C/U is the  College and University Partnership Program developed by AAUW to engage Universities and 
Colleges with 
AAUW.   Our branch has partnered with xx.  xx and  xx  are our C/U reps. They will be working on  projects  with the 
College to advance equity for women and girls.
· Let xx or xx know if you are interested in participating on the committee
· Attend and participate in C/U events planned by the Committee
· Become a mentor - contact xx
12.
How can I be involved in AAUW advocacy?

· Sign up for AAUW’s Two-Minute Activist alerts (signing up for national automatically signs you up for the AAUW CA alerts, too):  http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/


· Share AAUW issues/positions on social media

· Donate to AAUW Funds – targeted philanthropy

· Support Tech Trek (donate, assist with selection)

· Assist in voter registration drives

· Encourage friends to attend branch programs that focus on our mission to advance equity for women and girls… and then encourage them to join us!  (Joining on the spot means discounted dues – see note at end of #4.)

13.  
Who can attend a branch board meeting?


All members!  The bylaws describe who is a voting member of the board (all the elected officers and a few of the appointed positions), but any member may attend, and it is often the place to learn more about everything our branch does.  


The president should be consulted in advance if a member wishes to be included in the board agenda, and alerting the board hostess of your intention to attend ensures there will be adequate seating for everyone. 

14.
For a busy person, what are some ways to participate in the work and life of our branch?

· Attend a branch program – bring a friend!

· Carry a few xx Branch membership brochures in your purse (or man bag!) You never know when you'll meet a prospective member.

· Volunteer to be on the planning team of ONE event.  Examples:

· Speech Trek
· xx
· xx
· Read the branch newsletter, watch for calls for volunteers, and respond if it’s something you can do (e.g., bring refreshments to an event, assist in a one-day event, provide a donation of money or merchandise for a fundraiser)

· Serve on a branch committee – they typically meet once or twice for planning at the beginning of the year and do the rest by email/phone.  Examples:

· Membership 

· Program 

· Tech Trek

· Speech Trek

· See page xx of your directory for list of committee chairs

· Come to an interest group meeting – it’s a fun way to get to know other members with a common interest.
· Consider becoming a Branch leader - watch for requests for committee members in the newsletter.
15.
What are the branch interest groups and how do I join one?


Current interest groups looking for new members are:  xx,xx,xx See the newsletter and your directory for contact 
information. Watch the newsletter for announcements about their meetings, and RSVP.   Any member may 
establish a new interest group with the board’s approval, as long as the group’s meetings do not conflict with 
any scheduled branch meetings and that its activities are open to all members.  Interest Group chairs, xx and xx,   
are eager to assist members in forming new groups.
16.
What are my voting rights as an AAUW member?


Up until 2009 when AAUW restructured, each branch elected delegates to attend state and national conventions.  The delegates voted on the branch members’ behalf to elect officers, approve the public policy priorities, amend the bylaws, and vote on any other business brought before the body.  But since 2009, we have a one member-one vote that gives every member a vote – no more voting at conventions.  


This means you have a vote at three levels of AAUW membership:

· Branch – in-person voting at branch meetings

· State – electronic voting every spring

· National – electronic voting biennially (odd-numbered years)

Paper ballots for state and national AAUW elections are available upon request if a member does not wish to vote online.

17.
If there is no more voting at conventions, what happens there and who attends?


National AAUW conventions occur biennially in odd-numbered years, and AAUW CA convention occurs in even-numbered years (a recent change – in the past state conventions were held annually).  Even though there is no longer debate and voting at the convention, they are still chock-full of content that is informative, invigorating, and inspiring.  Workshops, plenaries, keynote speakers, and the opportunity to meet AAUW members from across the state (state convention) and across the country (national convention).  You come away with new ideas of how to put AAUW’s mission in action in our community… and proud to be an AAUW member!


Next convention:  State convention in Southern California, April, 2018

National AAUW convention in June 14–17/2017 ⋆ Washington DC. Register. Registration and hotel reservations for the 2017 AAUW National Convention will open in Fall 2016. 
18.
When I have questions about AAUW or our branch activities, whom do I ask?

Look page xx of your Directory at the officer list.  You can ask the appropriate officer your question or, when in doubt, contact the president.  The front of the directory also has helpful information about National and State Officers, Board Meeting Dates & Locations, Special Events, General Meeting dates and locations, and our branch standing rules.  
19.
How do I get to the AAUW National website? aauw.org  follow instructions to log in

State website? aauw-ca.org  If you want to open a file that is members only: id - member, password - aauwca

xx Branch website?: xx  members only password -xx
20.  What is The California Perspective? The AAUW California Quarterly Publication sent to all members.  You can help save costs by asking for your Perspective be sent by email.
        What is the other way AAUW California communicates with branches?  Through the monthly Board to Board newsletter that is sent to branch officers.

More facts to Know:  AAUW has Branches NOT Chapters and Interest Groups NOT Clubs - we want to be inclusive not exclusive.
There are so many ways to be involved in AAUW and make a difference.

We are delighted you joined us!
